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Abstract

Reading has doubtlessly an importance being one of the main skills by which language
communication and intellectual growth for learners are achieved. But there are some
impediments that hinder reading from having its suitable position because students and
teachers still look at it as entertainment and a way to pass time. This leads to depreciation of
reading and its aim. Unfortunately, for a long time, it became popular in the educationalists'
minds that a good reader is the one who is able to pronounce written words and phrases well
so they forgot that recognizing words and pronunciation, though an essential skill, are a
means to an aim, not an aim in itself. The new concept of reading looks at it as two connected
processes; the first is a mechanic one while the second is a mental one by which meaning is
illustrated. Comprehension is still the main aim of reading.
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Finding out the Cohesive Devices Most Frequently Used by Iraqi EFL
University Students in Their Monthly Examination Sheets
Lect. Lihadh Abdul Ameer Mubarak
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Section One:
Introduction

Cohesion is necessary in both spoken and written English.Speakers and writers use a
variety of cohesive devices to link or clarify the relationships among ideas. A cohesive text is
created in many different ways. In Cohesion in English, M.A.K. Halliday and Rugaiya Hasan
identify five general categories of cohesive devices that create coherence in texts: reference,
ellipsis, substitution, lexical cohesion and conjunction. Cohesive devices are used to keep the
meaning clear and to express it more economically.

Cohesive devices are taught at the Iraqgi universities through out the four years of their
study at the university. And students are often adviced to use these devices to make their
writings more cohesive and thus clearer and more economic.

The purpose of this paper is to show how and which cohesive device used by the EFL
students in their monthly examination sheets. The monthly examination sheets are chosen in
stead of having a test for a reason: that is, if the students use the cohesive devices, they are
using it while thinking of something else, that is the topic of the original exam. This is
preferred for applying a test because in the case of a test the students will be having the
cohesive devices in mind while writing.

The study tries to answer the following questions:

3- Do students of Iragi EFL university learners use the different cohesive devices or not?
4- If yes, do they use it correctly?
5- Which cohesive device is most frequently used.

Within this aim, a number forty monthly examination sheets in different courses for
students in their fourth studying year are analyzed.

The result show that in most cases the cohesive devices are used by the students but
they use reference and conjuncts especially personal reference and demonstrative reference.
While nominal and clausal ellipsis are totally ignored. The other cohesive devices: ellipsis,
verbal substitution and lexical cohesion are ignored.
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